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In response to the Final Office Action mailed January 1 5, 2002, 1 rejecting claims 1 , 4-6, 
and 9-57, Applicant respectfully requests that the following amendments and remarks be 
considered and entered so as to place the pending claims into condition for allowance or 
better form for appeal. 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please rewrite claims 1, 50, and 54-57 as follows: 

1 . (Three times amended) A method of combined billing for at least one 
customer on a plurality of customer accounts, comprising: 

receiving account data for the plurality of customer accounts electronically 
from time-to-time by a service provider from each of a plurality of billers; 

acquiring ownership of receivables represented by the account data by the 
service provider under contractual arrangements with the plurality of billers upon receipt of 
the account data; 

automatically calculating account charges for the plurality of customer 
accounts from the account data; 

aggregating the account charges for at least one customer on the_plurality of 
customer accounts; 

1 A Final Office Action was originally mailed on October 10, 2001, but Applicant did not receive the Final 
Office Action until January 2, 2002. Applicant filed a Petition to Reset Period for Reply under MPEP § 710.06. 
The Final Office Action was then sent to the Applicant again with a mailing date of January 15, 2002. 



